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H E favorable indulgence the enſuing Diſ- 
courſe received; and the particular aflforan- 
ces 1 repeatedly had of its being not unworthy the 
Preſs, are the motives which induced me to ven- 

ture its Publication----May i it prove anſwerable to: 


the more immediate deſign propoſed, which is to 
illuſtrate the no leſs arduous, than honorable pro- 


ſeſſion of the Clergy, from the chief accompliſh-. 
ments neceſſary to a faithful, and conſeientious * | 
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n CORINTHIANG, ear 2, AND PART or THE SIXTH VERSE. 
—— — WHO 1s SUFFICIENT FOR THESE THINGS? 


bs E Apoſtle having ated to os Contacting, 
: the great difficulties himſelf, and his fellow-la- 


bourers encountered; the unwearied diligence they em- 
ployed; and the ſincere, uncorrupt fidelity they uſed in 
preaching the Goſpel; he thence by way of queſtion, 

propoſes the obſervation before us, an obſervation under 
particular Circumſtances more eminently adapted to the 5 
firſt Preachers; and in other reſpects applicable to all: 
entruſted with ſo Divine a Commiſſion true indeed, the 
latter part we find flagrantly miſinterpreted—as if the 
facred office v Was now become a mere titular Diſtinction; 3. 
requiring no talents, unleſs of gain, for its improve- 
ment: no other call for our admiſſion, than idleneſs, Fana - 

| kiln, or r Enthuſiaſta 3 3- nor apy qmbaraſſment in diſcharg-- 
ing 


142; 1: 5 . 118 


5 


ing it profitably, at leaſt bebautes bit what i is often : 
ee e enough—the ſearch after Patronage, Intereſt, | 
or.-Friends—ſoime; it muſt be acknowledged, and theſe, 


however few, too many, have countenanced the above 


cenſures by venturing, like hirelings, into the Chriſtian 
Fold; and thus reflecting ſhamie on their Character; dil. 
grace on their Profeſſion ; and what is worſe, contempt 
on Religion: — but the ſubſequent aſſertions are not leſs 
diſingenuous, chan irrational. What more unreaſonable 
than to diſbelieve, o or depreciate the momentous doctrines 
of Revelation, becauſe not always Kilfully defended ? or 
what more unfair than to traduce a whole Community; 
and make it reſponſible for the delinquencies. of indivi- 
duals?—Yet how diſreſpectfully ſoever the world might 

think either of the Goſpel, or its miniſters, widely op- | 
poſite are the ſentiments of the inſpired Authors. The | 
former is by them deſcribed as the power, the wiſdom, 
and goodneſs of God unto ſalvation —the exceeding riches 

of his grace, love, and compaſſion—the Word of Truth, : 
and the Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt. The latter are intitled 

the Ambaſſadors of heaven, the ſervants of 'God, and 

me wards of his myſteries—the events, paſtors and 


Fe 


ot 4; 9: 
uides of wide flocks. 80 65 FIR adeatttiog any not. 
- duly qualified, that * Saint Paul, in his apoſtolical charge 
td Timothy, Biſhop of Epheſus, admonithes him to con- 
 feeratey ordain, ot what is equivalent, lay hands ſuddenly 
on no man; and ſo diſtant from ſuppoſing no difficulties, 
that it Was in reference to them he proclaimed, Who i is 
ſufficient for theſe Things The expreſſions thus intro—- 
| duced, give me leave to enforce from the chief accom- | 
 pliſhments requilite i in thoſe ſet apart for the x mini me J 


pl 


of the ſervice of Ay and our nnen 463-0; 5 
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The firſt meriting © our mating. as preparatory. to che 
1 i, learning; and this comprehending, as it were, 7, 
the whole circle, of the. arts: and ſciences—the various 
| branches of which unite, like collected ſun- beams, to elu- 
2  cidate.thefl lime ſubject of their profeſſion—Divinity,— 
For wherein center? or what conſtitute i its exalted. enqui- 
ries ?—They- are the exiſtence, the attributes, the pro- 
Vidence, and the worſhip. of our infinitely perfect Sove- 

reign—his creation. of, and government over the uni- 
verſe his eee arrangement of the whole—and 

4 rs.” ß Tin. v. vere aa 155 5 
l eo oo 3 


ans dsces es /tnoreb end higio orſtrudtedfor | the 
preſent, and for life iuatnortbl as eee Aae 55 

tions of rewards, and puniſhments ; and likewiſd as viewed 
in a tate of nature, and of grace the one exemplified 
by the light of reaſon; and the other by the night of 
revelation, gradually manifeſted in the Holy: Writiggs, 

from the beginning of time to the no leſs merciful,' than 
ſtupendous period of our Redemption te illuſtrate the : 
truth of theſe principles to extrieate from, and defend 
them againſt the diverſified attacks of their oppoſers 
| the plauſible objeaions vf infidels; the ſpecious -colouting 
of philoſophy the undermining artifices of ridiculs;.the 
inſulting profligacy of libertines'; the intrigues of poſieyy 
the abſurdities of ſuperſtition; ; . the elne ot e 

afin—rs x aſcertain mig authority of” re—to: 


Ay" the lane of the an the „ne the 
Evangeliſts, and Apoſtles how the Jewiſh: — | 
prefigures, foretels, and terminates in the Chriſtian Bſtabs 
lihment—how juſtly this is concluded of Divine Ori- 
| ginal ; as from the external proofs of miracles and pre- 
115 j 
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obedients' ts the grand obfeck of 
| Saut Such are the Gr | 


can | theſs- be acquitted 


vated” underſtanding ? or can this be attained! without 


not fo much indeed of che body 4 but what is 
far ere fitigueing, that labor of the mind-—ſtudy,— 
Which whoe er purſue, to them is applicab 


of Seneca; arid th notte ee as tack 00 Rudents 
of Diviniry—# Qui mil gs videntur, majora  aguint 3 
in nt i chez ſeem. to 


do notking, they are 
once the knowledge of things, huinan and divine Does 
it ndt demand | 
nature? the difference between matter and ſpirit? good, 
and evil is not a. due proficiency in the Sacred Vo- 
| lumes, a and the! languages, proper for "IV them?— 
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ated ſearches into the aſtoniſhments of 


is not a a it : | aims and | tor 5 
civil, or eccleſiaſtical ? antient, or · modern? the Eathers,. 
and Councils? are not theſe diſquiſitions undeniaby uſeful, 
and expedient ?—Thus minifters of the Goſpel, ſhould be,. * 
as was obſerved of Cyril, Biſhop, of Jeruſalem, Tor 8 
fenbes, in many things learned. They ſhould not only, | Hh 
like Moſes, be verſed in all the wiſdom 'of the Eaſt; 5 
but likewiſe. of the Weſt ; endeavouring to render them- 
- ſelves if not fit for profeſſors of, yet ſo far proficients i in 
Divinity, as will enable them to give a reaſon, of. their 
Faith; and to confute, if not convince their adverſa- 
ries—They ſhould aſpire after ſuch of thoſe gifts as the 
firſt diſciples had through the extraordinary grace of the | 
Holy Ghoſt ; and which under the affiſtance of the fame 
Spirit, with the advantages of a regular, and that the 
moſt beneficial of any, an Univerſity Education—are in 
ſome meaſure attainable through ſucceſlive ages of the 


Church—the gifts of tongues ; of e of e 3 
and of learning. 


0 


But the te. of. this accompliſhment wil 


more evidently Pry: from a ſecond effential to the 
1 „ | 7 character 


4 ig of the oo "_ is enki word, 


d, a Diſcourſe, treated, with indifference by many, 
whoſe. CONC it, whoſe vanity, or diſſipation, prevent their 
-ferious ; and with diſdain by thoſe Who would 


avoid hearing their infidelity upbraided; 1 their miſbeha- 


like, the ſubject of it, a Sermon; or as more faſhionably 


viour eenſured; ; theit vices reproved; or theix; conſciences 


| retribution. vet however diſagreeably ſuch. public in- 


ſtructions may affect us, ſhall we hence infer they are 


n no profit, or advantage! — =deſerve they *contempt as | 


invedtives againſt fin, and ungodlineſs" the p 


forces, « of ruin ? —how much rather commendation, as 


ened by the alarming remonſtrances of a final 


i admoniſhments to Virtbe, and' Religion? the undoubted 


fountains « of happineſs. | 70 repreſent the congenial tur- 
pitude of the former, | and excite our abhorrenee of 
them - to approve. the reaſanableneſs of the latter, and 
the convincing, teſtimony of their truth, as revealed in 
the Goſpel diſpenſation—to induce. our belief, and e our 
| practice from the important motives of preſent compla- 
: cence, and a glorious immortality—i in theſe; and the 


: Ike circumſtances unite the oo, he influence, and 


energy 


a. 


energy of preaching.” Bar 00 01 de 
the improvements of orudition ? & 
coherency of arguments to unfoll; pai and c 4 
the ſubje& ?—DxaQneſs of method ago ro fe to. rightly © 
| diſtribute, divide, and arrange? Propriety of language = 
to expreſs ; aid the power of perſuaſion to enforce 
it, with the art of ſpeaking, and pronouncing well : 
If not thus regulated, what are Sermon but the gude, 
3 productions of a bewildered 1 idle tau- 
tologies? and reſounding exclamations? poured forth, 
like a torrent; and beating on the car, Ns as againſt 
the ' ſhore; which ſeldom leave any other impreſſions 
than of empty froth, or a momentary terror —ſuch as 5 
experience too oſten ſhews, may be literally called the 
Fooliſhneſs of Preaching — how. contrary | to that of 5 
our Bleſſed Saviour, and his Apoſtles ?—What occaſioned | 
the aſtoniſhment of the people, on hearing his cele- 
brated f Sermon 2—lt x was the unparalleled excellence of | 
| his. doctrines, and commands, with the no leſs per- 
ſpicuous, than conſiſtent, and authoritative nee M 
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Nbr were cheir dee xernfit trom, uch 
bf ſpeech as  contributeds., nor e nei ; 
to debaſe ; 37: but, like flowers, to "adorn," 1 =, 
an 4 Aldrin them witneſs tlloſe of our Bleſſed; L ' —_ 

e dhe myſtitode-agaibſt v digg of Providence. 

_ * Behold: the lillies: of the field: how -they So.] ther 

| | foll not; neither do they ſpin; yet I ſay unto you, . 
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e TRIES n RA oo eee e eee 
=_ 
. 4 


g one of theſe.— The Great Apoſtle, Ga 0 
apology before Felix, and afterwards m Feſtus, . the 


ſeaſonable to borrow from one of their poets, \then moe 
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that Solomon in all his glory was not de d. lil 


Roman Governor, and King Agrippa, employed not 
indeed, like the Orator Tertullus, flattering ſpeeches; 
but thoſe graces of cloquence becoming his defence | 
+ When at Athens, the univerſity of Greece, he preached 
J=8vs,” and the Reſurrection, and declared to the phi 
loſophers the Majeſty of the Unknown God, whom. 
they ignorantly worſhipped; he eſteemed it not un- 
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SR He's: 4-4 17 1 | 
avourab] * to e his [defeription—# 1 3 9 ores 
dener 3 For we are alſo his offspring inſtances, which 
clearly apprize us, that Sermons ſhould be, like Prayers, 
premeditated: And that if the ſubjects of popular 
orations, as a || Roman teacher of them aſſerts, cannot; 
far leſs can the ſublimer ſubje&s of Divinity in the 
uſual chain of events be rightly compoſed, connected, 
0 pronounced, preached, or delivered, without much 
. ſtudy, e conſideration, and ex perience, 


But a | third accompliſhment, and which excluded, 
any others are nothing worth, 1s their being + Patterns 
of good works — incumbent upon all who profeſs, and 
more remarkably on thoſe who teach the Goſpel. | To | 
them empharically belong the expreſſive ſimilitudes 
of our Benevolent Redeemer—f Ye are the falt of the 
eafth, and Iight of the world: let cherefore your light 
ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee your 8580 | 


„In Hemiſlich, lit erſe of Araus = poet of Cl, 300 yea 
N Sgt 


[ Quintilian; | ' 
+ Tins chap. ii. ver. 7. 
t Matth. ver. 13. & 14. &c. 
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works, and glorify your Father in | Heaven,=—What 


elſe avail the acquiſitions 'of | learning —what the har- 
mony of words ?—what the Art of Preaching . 


what our boaſtings of faith W are as Mae 


braſs, or a tinkling cymbal. | 
_ fays the above recited Maſter of eee mb be 


good ; and no leſs diſtinguiſh himfelf for the pte · mi- 


nence of his virtues, than of his ſpeaking. 5 A pre- 
eminence how far more effential to Sacred Orators 
The efficacy of whoſe inſtructions highly depends on 


the exemplarineſs $ of. their conduct. They ſhould not 
only preach, but what is more beneficial, live viee, 


and prophaneneſs, out of countenange. They muſt pre · 
ſerve a conſtant guard over their. intercourſe ; as being 


open to the envenomed tongues of libertines, the 
ungodly, and abandoned. Perſons whoſe proſtituted 


delight is to calumniate thoſe whom they repute the 


cenſors of their manners; and whom therefore they 
repreſent through glaſſes, which either diſtort; or 


198 enlarge, and multiply their cles, Are not the 


n 1 tilia 


very - 


= 


11 1 
very names ieee from our VO Wserbts as it 


1 oſtentimes treated with deriſion 1. Does not the : 
very mode, at leaſt of the parochial clergy's ſub- 


ſiſtence, expoſe th fem to inſult, animoſities, diſſen- 
tions ?—A re we not, if chearful, accuſed of levity ? 
if grave, of moroſeneſs ?=And is not partaking in the 
amuſements, or tranſactions of the world, deemed 


irreconcileable with that ſerious demeanor, and: holy 


Converſation demanded of us ? —Unwarrantable | infer» 


ences — moſt palpably repugnant to the dictates of 
reaſon, and the Doctrines of Scripture which no 
farther preclude us from things temporal, than as 
they really interfere with the duties of our function; 


or plainly demonſtrate that we are more ſolicitous to 
gratify our immediate inclinations, paſſion 85 pleaſures, | 
or intereſt, than either to believe, obey, or promote 


the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and to advance our own, or 


the everlaſting happineſs of others :—but illuſire as 


theſe reflections are, they fully authoriſe the advice 
of our Royal Maſter, ——Be ye wiſe as ſerpents, and 


harmleſs as doves hence exhorting us to conſider . 


the refinements of our charafter—how, like cryſtal, 
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Co's; 


the moſt imperceptible breath ſullies, or ditains. it ; ; 
and to avoid, fo far as pod ble, giving offence in 


any thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed ; or - at 
leaſt may not deſerve it.---For however cautious, or 


conſcientious, we muſt expect the reproaches of e : 


who, hate inſtruction; and not to receive the lawful 


| dues allotted us, without grudging, from thoſe who 
| Like the Prodigal, waſte their ſubſtance in-licentiouſ- 


neſs; or, like the rich fool, fill their granaries, their 
barns, or treaſuries, for their own ſelfiſh enjoyments, 


' without regard to the uncertainty of * or the awful 


ad of a future ſtate. 


Haring 6 1 repreſented the chin qualifications re- 
lative to the ſubject, with the difficulties conſequent 


on them —is it not manifeſt how truly we may with 
; the Apoſtle proclaim —Who 18 ſufficient for theſs ; 


thi ings Ils not the Miniſtry a taſk equally delicate, 
and. arduous ?—Are we not properly reſembled to tas 


borers in the vineyard? and to ſoldiers encountering © 


the diſcipline, the fatigue, and the dangers of war? 
Is. it not a ſpiritual warfare, requiring the. whole 
| | arraous: 


1 21 EY 
armour ot; God, deſcribed Epheſians the fixth tho 
Girdle of Truth; the Breaſt- plate of Righteouſaeſs;; 
the Shield of Faith; the Helmet of Salvation; and 
the Sword of the Spirit, which is. the: Word of God;. 
that we may, under the concurrence of Divine Grace, 
and the guidance of Chriſtian Charity, boldly withs 
ſtand the powers of darknefs ; quench the fiery darts 
of the wicked; and employ our aſſiduous endeavours: 
in converting the hearts of the diſobedient, to the 
wiſdom of the Juſt. But delicate and arduous as 
our Office confeſſedly i is, with humility be it aſſert- 
ed, there are not wanting Miniſters competent to it; 
and amongſt them, without detracting from the praiſe 
of others, or aſſuming arrogance to ourſelves, none 
furpaſs the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhed Church. What 
more irrefragable proofs may be offered. than the writ- | 
ten monuments, many deceaſed, and ſome living have 
_ erected 2>—fuch as will ever remain no leſs to . 
nounce their Orthodoxy of Faith; their Excellency of © 
Preaching ; their ſolid Defence of Religion; their ju- 5 
dicious Commentaries on Scripture ; ; their: rational En- 8 
ene of eee, : and d ſtrong difſuaſives from: = 
in | 


| they in general walk worthy the Vocation wherein 


Judas. Vet it may, , without any profeſſional byaſs, 


with thoſe, who by their Decency of Behaviour, Civi- 


merits of our ever bleſſed Saviour, be themſelves glo- 
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Sin; than their Extenſive FRY bis te 


Branches of Philoſophy, Learning or Erudition. And 5 
with reference to [the exemplarineſs of their evndad; | 


they are called, Exceptions unqueſtionably there are A 
too frequent, and too notorious z ; as the Sun itſelf has 


its ſpots; and amongſt th he Twelve Apoſtles, was a 
or prejudice be avowed, they are few, comparatively 


lity of Manners, Proficiency in Good Works, and At- ; 
tentiveneſs to the Duties of their Paſtoral Charge glo- | \ 
rify God; and who, for ſuch their accompliſhed 
character, will through his Infinite Mercy, aud the 


rified in the great day of Viſitation ; when not only 
they, but all will be compenſated according to the 
Improvement or Miſapplication of che Talents depo- 
fit ed with them. | Ss „ OOBODI 65 > virion ? 


Now to God the Father 4 


M 4c, 
* * att, - * 7 3 


2 
NG. 
py 
05 
Pp... 


AEN . 
5 1 


* 
fy 
* 
A 
. 
*. 


